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Determined policy from September 2025

Primary admissions policy 2025/2026

Community and voluntary controlled primary schools

Below are the determined allocation/over subscription criteria for 2025/2026 and thereafter for Kincraig Primary School and
Children’s Centre; Layton Primary School; Bispham Endowed C of E Primary School and Moor Park Primary School.

When setting the Published Admission Number, the local authority has due regard to the available space within the school as defined
by the school's net capacity. Where a school is oversubscribed, the local authority's determined admission arrangements must
specify how it will determine the allocation of places.

Oversubscription criteria

Each school’s Published Admission Number (PAN) determines the number of available places.

Where there are more preferences for a particular school than there are places available, the council uses its oversubscription criteria
to objectively determine which children should be offered a place at that particular school.

In the event of the admission number being reached within any one of the oversubscription criteria in the order listed below, the
distance criteria will be used as a ‘tie breaker’. In the event of equal distance measures, a random allocation will be used to determine
who takes priority for an available place.

Children with an education, health and care plan (formerly a statement of special educational needs)

When a child has an education, health and care plan that names a particular school, all admission authorities are required by Schedule
27, Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 to admit the child. Schools and academies must admit these children whether they have
available places or not.

The over subscription criteria will be applied in the following order:

1)    Looked after children

Blackpool Council gives the highest priority to Looked After Children (LAC), as required by the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and
the Education (Admission of LAC) (England) Regulations 2006.

A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by that Authority, as defined in
Section 22 of the Children Act 1989, at the time of application and allocation.

Under legislation, children who leave public care through adoption, a residence order or special guardianship order, will continue to
be given the same priority although they are no longer looked after by the state.

Also children who were previously in state care outside of England and have ceased to be in state care as they have been adopted.
These are children who were looked after outside of England by a public authority, a religious group or another provider of care
whose sole purposed is to benefit society. Parents and carers will be expected to provide evidence of previous looked after status.
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2)    Medical/Social/Welfare reasons

Children for whom the council accepts that there are exceptional medical social or welfare reasons associated with the child and/or
family which are directly relevant to the school concerned.

Only exceptional reasons which are directly relevant to a particular school will be considered. If you feel that there are exceptional
medical, social or welfare reasons associated with your child and/or family which support admission to a particular school you must
indicate that this is the case on your application.

All applications will be considered but supporting professional evidence will be required to demonstrate exceptional or compelling
reasons why only a specific school can cater for a particular child’s needs. This must set out the reasons and the level of risk to the
child or family and why the school in question is the only suitable school; plus any difficulties which would arise if the child had to
attend an alternative school.

It should be noted that all schools can make provision for special educational needs, and can also manage common conditions e.g.
asthma, epilepsy, diabetes.

Only exceptional reasons directly relevant to a particular school will be considered. Priority will be given to the child for the preferred
school only if the submitted evidence unequivocally proves the circumstances and demonstrates why any alternative schools would
be unsuitable.

3)    Siblings

Priority is given to brothers and sisters of children already attending the school at the time of application, and who will still be
attending when the school or academy admit the younger child.

This includes full brothers and sisters, half brothers and sisters, step brothers and sisters and adopted and foster brothers and sisters
who are living within the same family at the same address.

Full brothers and sisters who do not live at the same address will still be given priority as siblings. Half, step, adopted and foster
brothers and sisters who do not live at the same address will not be classed as siblings.

4)    Distance

Blackpool Council determines the distance from the applicant’s home address to the school with the nearest to a preferred school
having priority for a place.

The distance between the applicant’s home and school is taken as a straight line between the Local Land and Property Gazetteer
(LLPG) address point of the applicant’s home address and of the school. The LLPG is a point within the boundary of the property and
is usually located at its centre. Distances are measured using the council’s geographic information system.

If the local authority is unable to determine eligibility on distance, i.e. two or more addresses are equal distance from the school; a
random allocation will be carried out. In the event of a random allocation, someone independent of the children’s services
department and of the school would supervise the process, and parents/carers would be invited to attend.

Determined admissions policy 2025‐2026

Blackpool Council admissions policy 2025 to 2026

Voluntary aided schools and academies

These schools are their own admission authorities and set their own admission policies.  These schools are their own admission
authorities and set their own admission policies.  Individual admission arrangements are published on the school or academy's
website.

Schools must have consulted on any proposed changes for a minimum of 6 consecutive weeks within the consultation period of 1
October 2023 to 31 January 2024.  Admission authorities must take account of any responses received to their proposed policies
when determining their final admission arrangements.  

Blackpool has a co‐ordinated admissions scheme which applies to families seeking school places for September 2025.

The scheme makes applying for a school place more transparent for all parties involved in the admission process. As co‐ordination is
a legal requirement, all Blackpool schools are included within the arrangements.

The aim of the co‐ordinated scheme is to provide all parents with an offer of a single school place on the same day.

https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Residents/Education-and-schools/School-admissions/Blackpool-Council-admissions-policy-2025-to-2026.aspx


Co‐ordinated admission scheme for Blackpool schools and academies 2025 to 2026

Admissions policies are in line with the school admissions code and the school admissions appeal code:

School admission code
School admissions appeals code
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